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• Turkish Healthy Cities Association 
(THCA) has been established in 
2005. 

• There were 10 municipalities
during the first establishment
meeting. 

• Structure: Union of Municipalities
(Public Institution)

• Connected with Ministry of 
Environment and Urbanization

• Secretary is in Bursa

Structure 
and 
overview of 
the network



75 Members

Metropolitan Municipalities 16

Provincial Municipalities 9

Metropolitan Sub-provincial Municipalities 38

Sub-provincial Municipalities 12

Population Coverage: 
43 million (53%)



- To accept WHO Healthy Cities Declarations,
- To pionner good practice examples,
- To designate 2 to 4 council members to participate

in  THCA council meetings,
- To designate coordinators and provide

establishing Healthy Cities Project Office,
- To prepare City Health Profile,
- To answer the surveys sent by THCA

membership requirements 



Council Chairperson

Director

Secretariat Accounting

Board

Mr. Alinur Aktaş 
Mayor of Bursa Metropolitan Municipality
Chairperson of THCA

Governance

COUNCIL : 2 to 4

politicians from each 

member,

206 totally

BOARD: 7 Mayors from 

member municipalities



Advisory Committee
Of 

Turkish Healthy Cities Association

 Erdem SAKER
Former Mayor of Bursa Metropolitan
Municipality

 Prof. Handan TÜRKOĞLU
Istanbul Technical University, Department of 
Urban And Regional Planning

 Prof. Tülin VURAL ARSLAN
Bursa Uludağ University, Head of Architecture
Department

 Prof. Feza KARAER
Bursa Uludağ University, Environmental
Engineering Department

 Prof. Cengiz TÜRE
Eskişehir Technical University, Head of Ecology
Department

 Prof. Emine Didem EVCİ KİRAZ
Aydın Adnan Menderes University, Head Of The 
Department Of Environmental Health, Medical 
Faculty Department Of Public Health Lecturer

 Prof. Bülent YILMAZ
Bilecik Şeyh Edebali University Faculty of 
Fine Arts and Design Head of Department of 
Industrial Design

 Assoc. Prof. Emel İRGİL
Bursa Uludağ University, Former
Academician of Medical Faculty, Department
of Public Health

 Assoc. Prof. Alpaslan TÜRKKAN
Uludağ University, Medical Faculty, 
Department of Public Health

 Assoc. Prof. İnci PARLAKTUNA
Eskişehir Osmangazi University, 
Academician, Faculty of Economics and 
Administrative Sciences

 Assoc. Prof. Gül ATANUR
Bursa Technical University, Head of 
Landscape Architecture Department

 Assoc. Prof. Asım Mustafa AYTEN
Kayseri Abdullah Gül University, Department
of Urban and Regional Planning Department



What the network offers its members

MISSION
To maximize health in all policies among member
municipalities within the framework of local government
principles.

VISION
To contribute to the development of capacities of cities by
using the strategies for creating a sustainable urban
environment that focuses on health.

With the slogan of “Sustainable Development” and “Creating
Sustainable Cities”, THCA brought together the member
municipalities by organizing trainings, workshops, symposia,
conferences, international congresses, competitions, award
ceremonies and awareness activities on all urban and
environmental issues that concern urban health. Knowledge
and social awareness were sought to be created with the
accumulations and results obtained through printed and visual
publications.

Responsibilities and Service Areas Against Member
Municipalities

The main topics that make up the areas of activity
of our Association are:

- National and international representation
- Helping the development of dialogue and

cooperation between the WHO European
Healthy Cities Network and its member
municipalities.

- Printed and visual publications
- Organizing education, seminars, panels,

workshops, contests, award ceremonies,
conferences and national and international
congresses on municipalities and urban health
issues

- Information and technical support meetings
- Consultancy to city health profile, city health

development plan and urban carbon footprint
inventory preparations

- Supporting or organizing scientific, sports,
educational and cultural activities



How COVID-19 has impacted the work of the Network

 We couldn’t do our meetings, conferences and workshops (only 2 council meetings)

 Changes at the work plan and use of budget

 Increasing work load of municipalities and changes using of budget and budget problems

 Difficulties of lack of information

 Difficulties of sharing informations with the members

 Questions about benefit of networks

 Difficulties to work at home

 Difficulties to work at office and to go to work

 Difficulties at online meetings

 We couldn’t participate at the organizations we invited

 We couldn’t visit our members (and potential members)



COVID-19 Strategic Plans









Geographical Information Systems

Neighborhood Solidarity System

Neighborhood Councils



Biking New Transportation Option?



Local Governments Where Technology Is Used More





city health profiles
measuring the health of cities

urban sustainable energy action
plans, adoptation to climate
change

urban carbon footprint inventory





Problems
 lack of sufficient information
 uncertainties
 changes at work plans
 non-existing budget

 lack of experience of the administrators
 lack of staff
 difficulties to work at home
 difficulties to work at office and to go to work
 difficulties at online meetings
 postpones of organizations and council meetings
 questions about benefit of networks



Determinations&Suggestions
 importance of networks
 municipalities have key role for supporting citizens
 supporting municipalities to prepare pandemic plans
 encouraging municipalities to produce projects

by bringing them together
 spreading translations of international publications
 sharing examples of good practices
 preparing information brochures and guides



Determinations&Suggestions
 restructuring in local governments
 financial strengthening of the health affairs
 training of the personnel
 preparing and implementing urgent action plans for 

outbreaks
 determining the actions to be taken remotely
 conducting more studies on public health issues
 making plans for the development of agricultural 

production
 developing systems that can be accessed quickly by the 

citizens



Determinations&Suggestions
 cooperation, common working culture
 producing common solutions
 new strategies for Healthy Cities
 oppurtunity fight jointly not only against the pandemic 

but also with global warming, climate change, global 
poverty, global hunger, and endangered creatures



THANK YOU
and

BE HEALTHY

www.skb.gov.tr

@SaglikliKentlerBirligi

@sagliklikentler

@sagliklikentler

http://www.skb.gov.tr/

